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Writing Expectations
Writing is a major component of any English course.  As such, we will write on a regular basis.  You will be expected to demonstrate competence in the following areas and will be evaluated by the criteria listed.

1. Quick writes: (2-4 times a week/ 5 points each)

Each student will keep a journal to compile quick writes.  Quick writes are daily responses to a question generated from the reading and/or discussion.  Responses MUST be dated and a paragraph in length.  Please feel free to ADD information to your response during whole class discussion.  Your journal is an effective study device for tests and quizzes.  It will be collected and graded at the end of each unit.
2. Dialectical Journals: (during many units/ 20-30 points each)

It is important not only to comprehend what you read, but to find personal and literary significance and be able to analyze quotes.  Dialectical journals consist of significant quotes (with parenthetical references) that are chosen BY the student from the assigned reading.  Responses MUST include speaker, context, and significance.  Responses may be in ink or typed and at least 3 sentences. Dialectical journals are used to facilitate whole-group discussion.
3. Timed Writes (2-3 times a unit/ 20-30 points each)

It is important to be able to organize and articulate one’s thoughts within time constraints.  I regularly ask students (unannounced) to write to a prompt for twenty minutes.  Timed writes are graded using the following rubric:


Breadth or scope of discussion


Selection and integration of quotes with parenthetical citations

Level of analysis and clear use of resources

Quality of writing


Voice

(As students have more practice with timed writes they develop fluency.  TWs also help to reinforce the importance of reading the assigned text.)
4. In-class Essays (50-100 points each)

In-class essays will occur at least once a unit on block days. Students who are slow word processors may elect to write in ink.  Again students are demonstrating their ability to write within time constraints and to use their text effectively.  Students must use proper essay format, craft a thesis supported by provable topic sentences, include two direct quotes in each body paragraph, and analyze their assertions with well-developed commentary.
5. Process Essays (200 points)

Students will craft at least 2 multi-paragraph essays per semester in which peer editing, teacher editing, and self editing are utilized.  These essays will develop over the course of a unit and should represent the student’s best work.  Students should also push themselves to develop voice.

Reminders:

· Always write about literature in the present tense.

· Always use MLA format. Times New Roman 12.

· Never write in second person (YOU) and use first person only where appropriate.

· Include at least TWO quotes with parenthetical references (Smith 7) in each body paragraph.

· Be sure to introduce and link all quotes that you choose.

· Analyze, analyze, analyze.  There is only limited need for summary in the writing that we do.  State a CLAIM and prove it in a logical and organized manner. When you expand upon the quotes you choose, you are analyzing.  Analysis explains HOW and WHY.
· Find a way to craft the assignment so that you care about the topic and can create a sincere voice.

· Trust that you have something valuable to say and then find the most effective way to say it.
